De Abuſe of Miraculous Powers in the 
Church of Corinth confidered. 
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* 1 Cox, XIV. 23. 


If therefore the while Church be come to- 

gether into one Place, and All ſpeak 
with Tongues, and there come in thoſe 

| that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will 
they not ſay that ye are mad? 


MON the Objections, which have 
been thought to affect the Evidence of 
Chriſtianity, Unbelievers have ſome- 

times urged the Abuſe of miraculous 

Gifts, in the Apoſtolick Age of the Church. 

The Hiſtory of Chriſtianity, in later Periods, 

under the ordinary Influence of the Spirit, is 

ſuch a Series of Corruptions and Diviſions, as 
appears to Them, ſtrange and unaccountable. 

But their Difficulties grow upon them, when 

they ſee the fame Face of Things, in the ff 

Ages of Chriſtianity ; when they read of its 

Abuſe, as cozval with it's Exiſtence ; when they 

firſt Chriſtians formed themſelves, ſplit into ſe- 

A parate 
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parate Factions and Parties, in the very Life- 
time of the Apoſtles, under the ſupernatural 
Oeconomy and Miniſtration of the Spirit; and, 
above all, when they are told, that ſome of the 
firſt Converts to the Goſpel, Perſons actually en- 
dued with miraculous Gifts, exerciſed. thoſe Gifts 
in the moſt diſorderly and tumultuous Manner. 
The Abuſes of miraculous Powers, recorded in 
the New Teſtament, they know not how to re- 
concile with their being miraculous. It ſhould 
ſeem to Them, that a God of Peace and Order 
ſhould have made effectual Proviſion for a right 
Uſe of thoſe Powers; or indeed, that a right 
Uſe of them muſt have followed, by a Sort of 
natural Conſequence ; — that it muſt, in ſhort, 
have been one and the fame Act of one and the 
felf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every Man ſeverally 
as be will, to endue human Agents with ſuper- 
natural Powers, and with a ſupernatural Impulſe 
.to a ſober and diſcreet Application of them. 
Nov, as the Reverſe of this appears to have 
been the Caſe, upon unqueſtionable Authority; 
it may not be amiſs, to clear the Fact, as it 
ſtands upon Record, from the Conſequences, 
-which ſome Men would draw from it. . 
And, to do. Juſtice to the Objection, let us 
ks a ſhort View of the Fact, as recorded in 


che New Teſtament ; where we find the Aſſem- 
bly 
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bly of Chriſtians at Corinth particularly concern- 
ed in the Charge; that Church being eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by, the Abundance of it's Spiritual 
Gifts, and by it's early Abuſe and Miſapplica- 
tion of them. The principal of thoſe miracu- 
lous Endowments, and the diſorderly Exerciſe 
of them, are expreſſed, in the warm Expoſtu- 
lation, which follows the Text, v. 26. How 7s 
it then, Brethren? when ye come together, every 
one of you hath a Pſalm, hath a Doctrine, hath a 
Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath an Interpretation. 
In their publick Aſſemblies, when it was uſual 
for them to feel the Suggeſtions of the Spirit, 
either in having the Matter and Expreſſions of 
a divine Hymn impreſſed upon their Minds; or 
ſome Doctrine of Chriſtianity immediately re- 
vealed to them; or, in an inſtantaneous Abili- 
ty of ſpeaking Languages which they had ne- 
ver learnt, or of interpreting them, when To: 
ken by others Every one was ready, with 
his Pſalm, or his Doctrine was 
to be firſt heard by tis —— 
and rather than not be heard, they ſpoke ſeve- 
ral of them at once, to the great Diſorder and 
Confuſion of the Church. - And, as to the Gift 
of Tongues in particular, which was beſtowed 
principally (if not ſolely) for the Converſion of 
Heathens, and for a Sign, not to them that be- 
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lieve, but to them that believe not; This was em- 
ployed, (juſt as we ſee the acquired Gift em- 
ployed by ſome Chriſtians at preſent) i in making 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, in a Language not 
underſtood by the People, | 
In this Way, it muſt be owned, the proper 
Buſineſs of Ediſication, of Exhortation, and Com- 
fort, could be very little promoted. But that 
was not all 
theſe Abuſes aroſe from a Viciouſneſs of Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition, which ſhould ſeem incon- 
ſiſtent with a ſupernatural Meaſure of the Spirit. 
The inſpired Converts were puft up with Pride, 
and Conceit, and an Opinion of real Merit and 
Superiority, on account of their inſtrumental 
Endowments. They contended about the Pre- 
cedency of their reſpective Gifts, deſpiſing their 
Chriſtian Brethren, who were favoured with no 
Gifts at all; or, with ſuch only, as, in their 
Opinion, ſtood lower in the Rank of Excel- 
lence and Dignity, Amidſt the Heat and Vio- 
lence of theſe Contentions, this Strife of Tongues, 
it were to have been preſumed, there could be 
no Room for the Evangelical Grace of Charity, 
if we had not St. Paul's own Authority for it, 
Ye covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts — ye contend 
about the comparative Excellence, and Value of 


|. your extraordinary Powers: and yet ſbeu I unto 


you 


for it is to be obſerved too, that 


51 


Jr a more excellent Way; the Way of Charity, of 
mutual Affection and Good-will, which is far 
ſuperior to the moſt glaring of your miraculous 
Gifts, to ſpeaking with the Tongues of Men and of 
Angels. 

But, not to dwell upon a Fact, fo notorious, 
as the ill Behaviour of the Corinthian Aſſembly 
— it may be juſt obſerved, that the Abuſes 
above-mentioned, ſeem not to have been pecu- 
liar to Tem; but that the ſame irregulat Exer- 
ciſe of Spiritual Gifts had broke in upon the Or- 
der and Decency of the Chriſtian Converts at 


Rome. For St. Paul, we find, ſaw Occaſion to 


call on Them, not to think of tbemſelves more 
highly, than they ought to think; but to think ſo- 
berly, according as God had dealt to every Man 
the Meaſure of Faith : And —— having Gifts, 
differing according to the Grace given to them, 
whether Prophecy,.to prophecy according to the Pro- 

portion of Faith &c. —— Or — if the Apoſtle 
meant nat to correct Irregularities, but to pre- 
vent them ; that implies however, that ſuch Ir- 
regularities were to be apprehended and guarded 
againſt - implies perhaps, that miraculous - 
Powers would be peculiarly apt, through hu- 
man Weakneſs, to be miſapplied and pervert- 


A 
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Be diät as it Will —— The difordely Exer: 
elſe of thoſe Powets in 'the Corinthian Church, 
is a Fact out of Diſpute, And from thenee,” the 
 Unbelievers and Unkarned of the preſent Age, ate 
ready to adopt the Language of the Text, and 
to repreſent the Caſe, f. uppoſed by the Apoſtle, 
and reproved by him, as being truely reproach- 
ful to an inſpired Aſſembly, in A Light, which 
they imagine to reflect Diſcredit on the Goſpel. 
An Aſſembly, ſay they, of Chriſtians, all or 
many of them divinely inſpired, quartelling with 
one another about the Rank and Precedeticy of 
their ſeveral Gifts; envying, or deſpiſing one 
another ; ſpeaking, ſeyeral of them at a Time, 
in Languages unknown to their Audience; Rr. 
ſo introducing the moſt irreverent Uproat and 
Confuſion into a religious Aſſembly, inſtead of 
anſwering the Purpoſes of ſober Inſtruction — 
gives Them an Idea of a Namber of hot-headed 
admen or Enthuſiaſts, rather than of Perſons | 
Jupernaturally enlightened. Such an Account of 
Things comes clogged with Circumſtances, that 
| feem to Them to affect the Credit of the Whole. 
Such Emwlations, and Wrath, and Strife, and 
Ervyings, in their Judgement, comport not with 
extraordinary Infufions of that Spitit, whoſe ge- 
nuine Fruit is ſaid to be Love, Peace, Gentlerieſs, 
Meekneſs, and Temperance. —— Is there not, in 
— | | ſhort, 
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ſhort, a neceſſary and indiſſaluble Connection 
between miraculous Gifts, and a ſober and or- 
derly Exertion of them? Oc, if that ſhould not 
be allowed, was not the Father of Lights con- 
cerned to prevent ſuch jrreverent and offenſive 
Abuſes, and by a farther Interpoſition to re- 
ſtrain and direct the endowed Perſons in a right 
Uſe of their Gifts? 

For a ſhort Anſwer to the Grads of theſe 
Queſtions, let us have Recourſe to Appearances 
that lie more level to aur Obſervation ; and 
judge of the Caſe before us, by a Compariſon 
with what happens in Nature, and is the Ob- 
ject of our daily Experience. — If the Dif- 
tinction of our own Ideas, when we contem- 
plate the two governing Faculties of the Mind, 
did not enable us to apprehend a merely acciden- 
tal Connection between great acquired Know- 
ledge, and great Virtue and Rectitude of Tem- 
per; we ſhould be convinced of the Thing, by 
what we ſce expreſſed and exemplified in real 
Characters in Life. We fe, in daily inſtances, 
that Men may, from Diligence and Application, 
improve in Wiſdom, without growing in Grace: 
actually are, as eminently diſtinguiſhed by their 
vicious Habits, wrong Turns of Temper, and 
practical Indiſcretions, as by the uncommon 
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Compaſs, and Extent of their Knowledge. But, 
if this happens every Day, in the Way of natu- 
rally acquired Improvement ; why may not the 
ſame Thing, or ſomething analogous to it, hap- 
pen in a ſupernatural Way? Why ſhould any 
Difference ariſe, in the two Caſes, from the 
different Way and Manner, in which Know- 
ledge is communicated to the Mind? Or, Why 
may not God reveal himſelf to the Underſtand- 
ing, and impart ſuch Truths as lie beyond the 
Reach of Man's natural Faculties ; or give an 
inſtantaneous Ability of ſpeaking Languages be- 
fore unknown ; or of working any other ſuper- 
natural Effect; and yet leave the Will, as he 
found it entirely free and indifferent, either 
to co-operate with, or to abuſe the ordinary Mea- 
ſures of his Grace? Or why, in ſhort, ſhould 
it be more extraordinary for a Man, by a mira- 


' Culous Power, to remove Mountains, and have no 


Charity ; than, from Nature and Exerciſe, to 
poſſeſs ſuch a Meaſure of bodily Strength, as is 
brutal, e eee e 
Application of it? 

One great Reaſon for Miſtake in a very ob- 
vious Matter, ſeems to be; the not ſufficiently 


iſtinguiſhing between the miraculous Gzfts, and 
the ifying Graces of the Spirit. And yet, 
no two Things, ſurely, are more evidently to be 


lin. 


E 

diſtinguiſhed. They diefer from each other, in 
the Subject, which they reſpeCtively influence ; 
and in the principal Ends and Purpoſes, which 
they are meant reſpectively to accompliſh. They 
reſemble each other, only, as they are derived 
from the ſame divine Perſon; and are concen- 
trical Emanations, as it were, from the ſupreme - 
Fountain of Underſtanding, and Power, and 

moral Rectitude, and every good and perfect 
Gift. For, the ordinary Graces of the Spirit 
are directed, more eſpecially, to the Vill: But 
the ſupernatural Gifts have for their Subject the 
Underſtanding which is enlightened ; or thoſe o- 
ther Phyfical Powers of the Man, which are, to 
Appearance, encreaſed beyond their natural Size 
and Proportion. In this latter Caſe, the Man (if 
he be indeed an Agent, and not rather a mere 
Inſtrument, or Sort of Medium, by which Om- 
nipotence gives a ſenſible Inſtance of a Depar- 
ture from, what we call, the fixed Laws of Na- 
ture) in the latter Caſe, I fay, the Man is con- 
cerned, principally at leaſt, as a natural Agent. 
But in the former, the Holy Spirit by inſenſible, 
but not therefore leſs real Impreſſions, acts upon 
him, under the more ſignificant, and to himſelf 
more intereſting Relation of a moral, account- 
able Being. And therefore, though the ordina- 
ry Gifts are ineffectual without human Co-ope- 
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ration; though they are not, in general, be- 
ſtowed upon an habitually immoral Diſpoſition; 
yet, where they act upon a proper Recipient, 
they will moſt certainly have their proper Ef- 
fe, of refining and ſanctifying the Heart; and 
will lead Men on in a progreſſive State of Im- 
provement in Righteouſneſs. So that one can- 
not any more conceive, how a Man ſhould be a 
bad Man, whilſt he acts under this Sort of ſpi- 
ritual Influence, than one can ſuppoſe it poſſible 
for him, to be at once poſſeſſed of two Contra- 
dictory Characters. 

But then, all this is foreign to the Caſe of 
fupernatural Powers. Antecedently to all Infor- 
mation from Scripture, in a Matter fo remote 
from Senſe, as the inviſible Agency of che di- 
vine Spirit; our Notions and Conjectures about 
the Manner and Circumſtances of his miracu- 
lous Impreſſions, muſt have been wild and ex- 
-travagant. We might have imagined, that the 
Impulſe was irreſiſtible, and the conſequent Act 
Inſtantaneous ; if we had not been told, that the 
Spirits of the Prophets were ſubjeft to the Pro- 
pbets: from whence we are led to conclude, that 
miraculous Powers (if permanently inherent ) 
were exerted, - and brought forth into Act, 0 4 
vertain Degree, at the Diſcretion of the Perſon 
endacd with them. The Mind, from reflecting 

| upon 
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upon this Circumſtance, which it could never 
have determined or aſcertained of itſelf, is led 
on with leſs Difficulty to conceive, that ſuper- 
natural Impreſſions might take place, without 
affecting the moral State of the Will; and that 
Men might be left to the natural Workings of 
their own Temper, whilſt acting by a ſuperna- 
tural Power, that was directed to (what was in 
a moral Conſideration) an entirely diſtinct Part 
of the human Compoſition. 

In Aid of what hath been advanced, to ſhew 
the Diſtincion and Independence of the Spirit's 
moral Graces and extraordinary Gifts ; one 
might illuſtrate that Diſtinction, from the dif- 
ferent Ends and Purpoſes intended by each of 
— when we examine the Weight of the | 


| 1 Obection; For, 


II. Granting, it was, in the Nature of Things, 
poſſible for Perſons ſupernaturally endowed, to 
be imprudent, indiſcreet, and tumultuous in the 
Exerciſe of their Gifts; yet, was it not to be ex- 
pected, that God ſhould have prevented ſych 
flagrant Abuſes of the Spirit; and by a far- 
ther Interpoſition have reſtrained, and directed 
the endowed Perſons in a right Uſe of their 
Gifts? Or — in other Words, if God did mi- 
u at all, (as he did, on the 


B 2 preſent 
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preſent Suppoſition) ſhould he not have interpo- 
ſed in another Manner, and in a greater De- 


gree ? The Objection thus ſtated, (and this 
is the fair and evident Senſe of it) becomes very. 
comprehenſtve ; and hath in Fact been extended 
to almoſt every particular Circumſtance in the 
Chriſtian Scheme, by Men, who make their own 
narrow Notions and imperfect View. of Things, 
a Rule for God's Wiſdom ; and their unreaſon- 
able Expectations, a Rule for his Goodneſs, in 
His providential Adminiſtrations. For in the 
fame looſe Way of objecting, may it not be 
faid ? Hath it not been ſaid in Fact? —— 
It were to have been expected, that the Book, 
ſuppoſed to contain the revealed Will of God, 
ſhould have been endited, and conveyed down - 
to us, under other Circumſtances, than at pre- 
ſent belong to it ? —— That the Stile of it 
ſhould have been more pure and elegant, more 
conformable to the received Rules of Art 
Or, that it ſhould have been ſeeured from the 
Errors and Imperfections incident to other Books, 
handed down through ſucceſſive Generations — 
from various Readings, and the Ambiguities, 
and diflonant Interpretations, conſequent upon 
them Or, that there ſhould have been a 
ſtanding, and infallible Guide, for the Expla- 
nation of Difficulties, and determining all Reli- 


gious 
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gious Diſputes —— Or, that, inſtead of a ſtand- 
ing Revelation, there ſhould have been a parti- 
cular one, to every Age, and to each Individual 
of every Age Or, in a Word, that the 
ſtanding Revelation, which hath been given 
upon the Chriſtian Plan, ſhould not have been 
publiſhed in ſo late a Period of the World, or 
be ſtill kept concealed from ſo great a Part of 
it. In all theſe, and the like Caſes, two Prin- 
ciples are aſſumed as true, which are Both of 
them manifeſtly falſe —— viz. That whatever 
Meaſures would, to our Apprehen/ion, have been 
more advantagious and favourable to Mankind, 
in their Religious Capacity, would have been 
really ſo: and, in the next Place, that the 
moſt advantagious Meaſures were ſuch, as the 
Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs were concerned to 
purſue. 

Allowing then, that the miraculous Gifts of 
the primitive Converts were exerciſed, under 
ſome unfavourable Appearances; theſe are of no 
Weight, in the Way of Objection, againſt their 
Reality : nor would they have been of any ma- 
terial Weight, againſt the many Atteſtations to 
the Truth of the Goſpel, though they had been 
ſtill more unfavourable ; though the Abuſes had 
been more flagrant; or, though it ſhould ap- 
| | pear 
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= lar; that the ſupernatural Gifts, ſo abuſed, had 


been permanent. 
- In farther Support of theſe Aﬀirtions,” we 
may advance ſomething poſitive, by recurring to 
the Diſtinction before made, between the Spi- 
rit's ordinary and ſupernatural Influence, and at- 
tending to the different Purpoſes deſigned by 
each of them. 
Now, the End of the ordinary Influence is, 
perſonal Sanctity: But the End of the extraor- 
dinary was, merely, a miniſterial and inſtrumen- 
tal Sufficiency. An Ability to communicate to 
others, the in-felt Impreſſions of any Evangeli- 
cal Doctrine; or to ſpeak new Languages with 
the Fluency and Propriety, with which Men 
uſually ſpeak the Language of their Infancy ; 
was all, that was meant to be conveyed to Per- 
ſons, furniſhed with thoſe reſpective Endow- 
ments. By theſe, they were ſufficiently quali- 
fied to act as Meſſengers to be the Inſtru- 
ments of conveying the glad Tydings of the 
Goſpel, to all the Ends of the Earth. The Rea- 
lity of the miraculous Gift depended not on the 
perſonal Qualities, or moral Endowments of the 
Meſſenger ; or upon his uniform Diſcretion and 
Prudence in the Exerciſe of it: The Argument 
for. Chriſtianity, arifing from the Miracle, had 
been the ſame, even though he had carried his 
Indiſ- 


L125 


Indiſcretion along with him, into the Country, 
to which he was ſent, as a Meſſenger. But this 
doth not appear to have been the Caſe. —Much 
leſs can it be ſaid, that there were any wilful 
Departures from the Inſtructions given, from 
the Terms of the Meſſage to be conveyed ; or 
that miraculous Gifts were employed in ſupport 
of any falſe Doctrine. As to the main Point of 
all, we may aſſert upon St. Paul's Authority, 
that there was no Danger from any miraculous 
Pretenſions. I give you to underſtand, ſays he, 
that no Man ſpeaking by the Spirit of God, calleth 
Jeſus accurſed : and that no Man can jay, that 
Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. And, 
till Evidence be produced of the contrary, we 
are at Liberty to ſuppoſe, that, in comparatrvely 
lower Points, Providence did in fact ſuperintend 
the Conduct of the Meflengers, in their ſeveral 
+ Provinces; and recommended the general Evi- 
dences of the Goſpel, by the Chriſtian Spirit 
that ſhone forth in it's Inſtruments : though, e- 
very Inſtance of this Sort, it muſt be remem- 
bered, was a Proof, not of any neceſſary Union, 
but an occa/ronal Concurrence of moral Graces, 
and ſupernatural Gifts. | 


4 1 Cor. 12. 3. 
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What hath been now ſuggeſted, receives 
fome Countenance from Scripture ; which gives 
us reaſon to conclude, that Spiritual Gifts were 
occaſionally withdrawn from ſuch, as continued 
to miſapply and abuſe them. St. Paul adviſes 
Timothy, not to neglect, but to ſtir up, to cheriſh, 


to rekindle the Gift of God ( which ſeems to be 


explained in the following Verſe by the Spirit 
of Power ) which was in him. And if the Expreſ- 
ſions of, grieving and © guenching the Spirit, 
may be underſtood in the Senſe, which Com- 
mentators have uſually affixed to them ; may we 
not be allowed to urge it, as at leaſt a probable 
Fact, that the Degree, and even the Permanency 
of the Spirit's ſupernatural, as well as of his or- 
dinary Influence, was made to depend upon 
the diligent and rational Exerciſe of it ; or, up- 
on the Temper and Behaviour of the Perſons, 
under that Influence? And if that were the 
Caſe, the Force of the Objection now in View, 


if it had any, is much weakened, if not entirely 


removed. This, however, is certain, that it 
cannot be proved, not to have been the Caſe ; 


and conſequently, that Men have no Right to 


make the Objection. 


2 2 Tim. 1.7. 


b Eph. 4. 30. 
e 1 Theſſ. 5.19. | 
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But, granting, after all, what cannot be pro- 


ved I will add, that we are under no Ne- 
ceſſity of guarding againſt the ſuppoſed Weight 
of the Objection, by a mere Appeal to our Ig- 
norance; but that many good Purpoſes, ob- 
vious to our confined View of Things, might 
be ſerved, by occafionally making uſe of weak, 
or even of wicked Men, as Inſtruments of ſu- 
pernatural Agency. 

It is uſual with the Advocates for Chriſtiani- 
ty, to draw a concluſive Argument, in it's Fa- 
vour, from the natural Inſufficiency of the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel, to the great Purpoſes 
accompliſhed by them. And is not the Argu- 
ment improved and ſtrengthened by the Caſe 
before us? Had Chriſtianity indeed been a con- 
certed Plan of human Policy, Care might have 
been taken, to have employed none but Men of 
approved Diſcretion, and civil Prudence in the 
firſt Publication of it. But a Being of infinite 
Power and Wiidom ſaw fit to proceed by other 
Meaſures. He took the firſt Publiſhers of his 
revealed Will, indiſcriminately, out of the com- 
mon Bulk of Mankind : and might leave them 
to be influenced by their ſeveral Propenſities, 
and Turns of Temper, that he might, in a more 
conſpicuous Manner, make his Strength perfect 


a- 2 Cor, 12. 20, 
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in Weakneſs. Might he not take this Method of 
* ordaining Strength out of Babes and Sucklings, 
for this very Purpoſe, that he might ſtill the Ene- 
my, and convince the Gainſayer that this great 
Work was not of Man, but of God ? 

This Sort of Reaſoning might perhaps have 
been applied with Advantage, though the Miſ- 
behaviour complained of, had been more noto- 
rious, or more general, than it appears to have 
been. For there is no Ground for ſuppoſing, 


that the Abuſe of the Spirit was General. One 
may rather preſume, that it was more common, 


for the endowed Perſons, to preſerve a right 
Frame of Mind; and to behave, in all Reſpects, 
as became them : and that the excepted Caſes, 
were of thoſe, who deviated from a Sobriety 
and Rectitude of Conduct. And if this be al- 
lowed, it is conceivable, that much good Uſe 
might be made of thoſe Examples of Deviation. 
The more ſober and diſcreet would be confirm- 
ed in a right Uſe of their Powers They 
— in the Inſtances of their Abuſe, that 

ſupernatural Gifts were merely In/irumental, and 
derived no perſonal Merit on thoſe, who were 
poſſeſſed of them: and a Conviction of this 
Sort, conveyed in ſo forcible and ſtriking a 


* 


a Pfal. 8. 2. 
| Manner, 
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Manner, as that of obvious Fa& and Example, 
would act upon them, as a powerful Guard a- 
gainſt the popular Weakneſs of over-rating their 
Gifts, or Themſelves for the Sake of their Gifts. 
They would ſee, that (whether ſupernatural En- 
dowments were forfeitable or not, upon a Miſ- 
application of them) the moral and more valua- 
ble Graces of the Spirit were, however, equally 
forfeitable by Perſons favoured with miraculous 
Powers, and by the whole Body of Chriſtians ; 
and that a Negle& to cultivate thoſe internal 
and perſonal Qualities, would render them wor- 
thy of double Puniſhment, in that Day, when 
Many ſhall fay in vain * Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophefied in thy Name? and in thy Name 
have. caſt out Devils? and in thy Name done many 
wonderful Works? and the Lord ſhall profeſs unto 
them, I never knew you, depart from me, ye that 
worked Iniquity. | 

There is no ſaying, how much Good might 
ariſe, upon the whole, from the natural Ten- 
dencies, Reflections of this Sort would have, to 
produce confirmed Habits of a more exemplary 
Conduct, in the ſober Part of the inſpired Con- 
verts; or, whether their additional Holineſs of 
Life, and Prudence of Deportment might not 


a Matth. 7. 22. 
C 2 o0ver- 
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overballance the Injuries, which Chriſtianity 
may be ſuppoſed to have ſuſtained from ſome 
Examples of a contrary Character. 

And, may we not add, that if a Deprivation 
of Spiritual Powers was indeed conſequent upon 
an improper Exerciſe of them ; this would be a 
further Leſſon of Care and CircumſpeCtion to 
others would ſerve to remind them, that 
their Treaſure was, in like manner, depoſited in 
earthly Veſſels, and that without Perſeverance 
in a right Uſe of their Gifts, They too might 
quench the Spirit that was in them ? | 

I will juſt obſerve, that the practical Appli- 
cation of the Fact, we have been conſidering, is 
not confined to Perſons ſupernaturally endowed, 
in the firſt Ages of the Goſpel ; but may be ex- 
tended, with ſome Circumſtances of Advantage, 
to the whole collective Body of Chriſtians, in 
every ſucceeding Age of the Church. An Abuſe 
of eminent Talents, whatſoever they may be, is 
peculiarly calculated to put Men of a lower Claſs 
upon their Guard. In this View, ſuch Inſtances 
of human Infirmity, as the Hiſtory before us 
preſents us with, do more immediately perhaps, 
anſwer a good moral End, than a Conduct bet- 
ter ſuited to the Meaſure of Men's Endowments, 
Exemplary Goodneſs, and Rectitude of Con- 
duct, _ to a Degree, have failed of their 
Influence, 
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Influence, from ſuch Men's ſuppoſed greater 
Aids and Aſſiſtances to an unſpotted Righteouſ- 
neſs. But their Miſcarriages ftrike, and inſtruct 
very forcibly. All theſe Things happened unto them 


for Enſamples, and were written for the Admoni- 
tion of ſucceeding Generations — for the Admo- 


nition of Thoſe more eſpecially, whoſe ample 
Supply of all the Means of intellectual Improve- 
ment are, in the preſent State of Things, equi- 
valent to, and ſuperſede all immediate Illumina- 
tions. It concerns all ſuch in a particular Man- 
ner, not to be highminded, but fear; as a 
Guard againſt the Tendencies of human Know- 
ledge, which is ſometimes ſeen to puff up, and 

exalt above Meaſure; to remember, that Men 
have brought a Reproach upon themſelves ; and 
(which is far worſe) upon their Religion too, by 
an Abuſe of ſuperior Advantages : which were, 
doubtleſs, a moral Motive of the higheſt Kind ; 


though not a phy/ical or —_— Principle of an 
irreproachable Conduct. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Subject, without adding 
one Reflection, too obvious to need being inſiſt- 
ed on. And that is, that whatever hath been 
advanced, to clear the Miſconduct of inſpired 
Perſons in the Primitive Church from it's ſup- 
poſed Conſequences, is applicable to certain il- 
luſtrious Characters in the Old Teſtament, and 


equally 
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equally obviates the Offence that has been taken 
at ſome Parts of their Hiſtory. Inſpiration 
(whenever given, under the Old Teſtament, or 
the New) was given, not for the Sake of the 
inſpired, but for the Advantage of others, to 
whom the Perſons, ſo ee 4 were to be the 
Inſtruments of making known the Counſels of 
Providence. But, ſupernatural Illuminations, 
we have ſeen, have no neceſſary Alliance, or in- 
diſſoluble Bond of Connection with moral 
Righteouſneſs: And, there are ſome good Rea- 
ſons, that lie within the Reach of our limited 
Faculties; and, probably, many more that are 
concealed from us, why God might nat ſee fit, 
to raiſe the enlightened to an abſolute Exem- 
ption from human Frailties. Such a Privilege 
would have been of no Advantage to the Pro- 
phet, as ſuch the Advantage ariſing from 
it to the World, would have been collateral on- 
ly, and accidental; it might therefore be with- 
held from them, without any Diminution, or 
Impeachment of their Prophetical Character. 

I ſhall conclude with a Reflection or two, 
ſuggeſted by the Caſe, we have been conſider- 
ing, which would of themſelves ſerve as an An- 
ſwer to real Difficulties, 


Now, 
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Now, it hath often been well remarked, and 
ſhould ever be attended to, that Chriſtianity, 
conſidered as a Fact, that is ſupported by Evi- 
dence, cannot be ſhaken in it's Credit by any o- 
ther Arguments, than what ſhall ſhew it, to 
maintain contradictory Doctrines; or to teach, 
as a moral Duty, any Thing wicked or immo- 
ral. Theſe indeed, are internal Inpaſſibilities, 
which muſt for ever ſtand in the Way, againſt 
the Reality, and, by Conſequence, againſt the 
Evidence of any Syſtem of ſuppoſed divine Au- 
thority. For that which cannot be, cannot be 
proved. But, as unanſwerable Difficulties in 
ſpeculative Points, are of no Weight againſt 
Demonſtration; ſo little Improbabilities are of no 
Weight, in ſo practical a Subject as Religion, 
againſt moral Evidence: And, though they ſhould 
not diſappear and vaniſh upon a cloſer Exa- 
mination, are, all of them, ſufficiently anſwer- 
ed by an Appeal to our incompetent Judge- 
The better to compoſe and fortify the Mind 
againſt Difficulties in the extraordinary Admini- 
ſtrations of Providence, we ſhould attend to 
what is every Day paſſing before our Eyes. For 
it muſt be owned, after all, that Experience is 
the moſt inſtructive Guide to Man; the ſafeſt 
and moſt ſatisfactory, practical Principle; and 
beſt 
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beſt ſuited to the contracted Meaſure of Man's 
Life and Faculties, in every View — in his civil, 
and in his religious Capacity. Now, in that 
ſmall Part of the Plan of Providence, which lies 
before us, we ſee the natural Courſe of Things 
carried on, by Ways and Methods ; and Ends 
accompliſhed by Inſtruments, to our Apprehen- 
ſion, the moſt improbable, and unlikely, and 
inadequate to the Purpoſes to be ſerved by them: 
Inſomuch that, antecedently to Fact and Expe- 
rience, we perhaps ſhould have ſuppoſed the Af- 
fairs of the World to have been conducted, by 
any other Laws, and by any other Inſtruments 
almoſt, than thoſe we find to take Place. But 
then, theſe unexpected Appearances give us no 
Manner of Concern. We never look upon the 
ſettled Courſe of Things in the natural World, 
to be-/eſs real, or Ie right; becauſe, prior to all 
Experience, we might poſſibly have formed to 
ourſelves a Scheme of Things, different in many 
Particulars, from that which is found to ob- 
tain: But, we acquieſce in Nature's Laws and 
_ Eſtabliſhments, and regulate our Conduct by 

them. Apply this to the Caſe of Religion, both 
natural and revealed, (for there are no Difficul- 
ties in the one, which, if they ſignified any Thing, 
would not bear equally hard upon the other) 
and it will furniſh an Anſwer to moſt of the 
Objec- 
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Objectiofis; with which Men perplex themſelves 
and the World. It will no longer be an alarm- 
ing Difficulty, that God ſhould have purſued 
the ſame Plan in the moral World, which we 
ſee to have been purſued in the natural : or, that 
be ſhould have introduced his Goſpel into the 
World, by Methods ſeemingly the moſt inade- 
quate, or by the Inſtrumentality of weak and 
indiſcreet, or even of wicked Men, ſeemingly 
the moſt improper for, as well as the moſt un- 
worthy of the Employment. | 
Of theſe and the like Appearances, it may be 
farther remarked, that they are manifeſtly ana- 
logous to (what may be called) the general Con- 
duct of the ſupreme Governor, in his extraordi- 
nary Diſpenſations. In which He ſeems to have 
interpoſed, in ſuch Manner and Degree only, as 
was neceſſary to the Ends, He meant to accom- 
pliſh ; and to have permitted (as far as might 
be) the ſtated Laws of his Government, and 
the Conſequences of Men's natural Liberty, to 
have their uſual Courſe. 
But, let the Circumſtances, under which He 
diſpenſed ſupernatural Powers, be what they 
will —— be they more or leſs accountable to 
human Wiſdom ; This however is certain, that, 
the Abuſe of them, accompanied, as it was, with 
an apoſtolical Reproof, is to us a conclufive Ar- 
| D gument, 
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gument, that ſuch Powers were really diſpen- 
ſed; and tis certain too, that Chriſtianity was, 
in conſequence, really propagated. And that is 
all, that we are concerned in. As to the Reſt, 
the foregoing Reflections ſhould operate with 
great Advantage: For, if Man knoweth not what 
is before him, how ſhall he ſearch out the more hid- 
den Counſels of the Lord? The Time will come 
indeed, when, all our Difficulties will be clear- 
ed up; and every ſeetning Irregularity will be 
adjuſted : when we ſhall ſee face to face, and, 
comparatively to our preſent Imperfections, ſhall 
know, even as we are known. In the mean while, 
the Advice of the royal Preacher, relative to the 
Manner of paying divine Worſhip, may ſerve as 
a Rule to us in ſpeaking and judging of God's 
external Revelations - * Be not raſh with thy 
Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty, to utter a- 
ny Thing before God: for he is in Heaven, and 
e mne. 


| a Eecl. f. a. 


